Watt Munisotaram

A Sacred Buddhist Worship Center
Rooted in Cambodian Culture and Traditions
Visitor Guidelines

Watt Munisotaram welcomes all visitors to experience the peace, compassion, and cultural heritage
preserved within our sacred grounds. To maintain the sanctity of the temple environment and uphold
Cambodian culture and traditions, we respectfully request that all visitors observe the following
guidelines.

1. Reverence for the Sacred Environment
e Entertemple grounds and buildings with mindfulness and calmness.
e Maintain a quiet, always respectful atmosphere.
e Refrain from disruptive behavior, loud conversations, or actions that disturb worship, meditation,
or ceremonies.

2. Appropriate and Modest Attire
e Clothing should cover shoulders, chest, and knees.
¢ Remove hats or caps before entering sacred buildings.
e Avoid transparent, tight, or revealing clothing that may be considered disrespectful.

3. Footwear Protocol
¢ Remove shoes before entering the main temple hall, shrines, and meditation room.
e Place shoes neatly on the shoe racks.

4. Conduct Inside Temple Buildings
¢ Do nottouch Buddha statues, relics, or sacred objects unless invited by a monk or volunteer.
¢ Avoid pointing feet toward the Buddha, monks, or altars.
o Sitrespectfully, either cross-legged or with legs tucked to the side.

5. Respectful Interaction with Monks
e Approach monks with respect and mindfulness.
¢ Women should avoid physical contact with monks.
o Offeritems using both hands as a sign of respect.
e When seated with monks, keep your head lower than theirs whenever possible.

6. Offerings and Donations
o Traditional offerings (flowers, candles, and food) are welcomed.
e Monetary donations may be placed in designated donation boxes or offered respectfully.
e Please do not place offerings directly on Buddha statues or altars.

7. Food and Dining Etiquette
e Please refrain from entering the food preparation area.
« Refrain from eating inside the prayer hall except during authorized ceremonies.



e Use designated dining areas during community events.
e Dispose of waste properly and help maintain temple cleanliness.

8. Participation in Ceremonies and Cultural Traditions
e Follow directions provided by monks, temple staff, or volunteers.
e Remain quiet and respectful during chanting, blessings, and meditation sessions.
e When greeting others, a traditional Cambodian Sompeah (palms together) is appreciated.

9. Photography and Media
e Photography and media are allowed inside and outside the temple buildings; please be discreet.
e Seeking permission before photographing during prayer, chanting, meditation or ceremonial
activities.

10. Families and Children
e Children are warmly welcomed; however, they must be always supervised.
¢ Encourage children to speak softly and avoid running or playing near sacred areas.

11. Pets
e Pets are not allowed inside temple buildings.
e Service animals are permitted in accordance with applicable laws.

12. General Courtesy and Respect
e Follow all guidance provided by temple volunteers and staff.
e Treatfellow visitors, monastic members, and community members with kindness and respect.
e Help keep the temple grounds clean, peaceful, and welcoming for all.

Thank You for Your Respect and Cooperation
Your adherence to these guidelines helps preserve the sacred atmosphere of Watt Munisotaram and

ensures that our Cambodian Buddhist culture and traditions continue to flourish. We hope your visit
brings peace, mindfulness, and spiritual enrichment.



